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Here’s what some teachers who have 
participated in mock trial have to say:

“The Mock Trial Competition provides an 
unbelievable experience for the students as well as 
the coach. This competition gives students that are 
interested in entering the field of law the 
opportunity to learn about the law and develop 
courtroom skills. I have coached many different 
sports but being a part of this competition is much 
more rewarding.” 

ROBERT NUTILE 
Teacher-coach 
Passaic County Technical 
Institute 
Passaic County 

“Each year I look forward to seeing the confidence of 
each of the students grow. It’s such an important 
step to see young people thrive as they think on 
their feet and develop relationships and skills. Each 
of these translates to so many other endeavors and 
provides so much for their futures!” 

ED MOODY 
Teacher-coach 
Kingsway Regional High School  
Gloucester County 

offers a wonderful way to expand the horizons of 
achievers and unlock the potential of your 
students. The competition is not intended to 
train students to become lawyers, but to help 
them learn to read, write, speak and think better 
(skills which are absolutely essential to their 
future), and to learn about how disputes are 
resolved through our system of justice. 

The mock trial cases utilized each year tackle 
relevant and vital issues. Past cases have dealt 
with sex discrimination; sexual harassment in the 
workplace; educational malpractice; a hate crime; 
drug smuggling; adoption; fraternity hazing; a 
student who is barred from playing baseball 
because of an artificial eye implant; death by 
vehicular homicide; road rage; a student injured 
in a fire in an illegal casino; an honor student 
charged with felony murder, conspiracy to commit 
burglary and conspiracy to commit computer 
theft; bullying; a murder charge in connection 
with a reality TV show; food safety; performance-
enhancing drugs; illegal downloading of music 

files; kidnapping; distracted driving/walking;  
bias crime; product liability; reckless driving; 
negligence; self-defense; defamation; the opioid 
epidemic; a roller coaster accident; the killing of a 
police dog in the line of duty; false arrest; fencing 
stolen goods over the dark web; and wrongful 
death. 

Many local newspapers cover mock trial contests 
throughout the state. The articles that they 
publish help to enhance the academic 
reputations of participating schools and 
communities. 

The Mock Trial Competition provides a concrete, 
interactive learning experience which cannot be 
obtained solely through textbooks or a one-shot 
classroom exercise. Throughout the years mock 
trial has helped both vocational and college-
bound students to gain confidence and expand 
their academic skills, and has also helped to 
provide the extracurricular edge a student needs 
to get into the college of their choice. 

Visit the New Jersey State Bar Foundation 
online at njsbf.org. 
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“Mock trial provides a wonderful opportunity for all 
students, not just those interested in pursuing a 
career in the law. It helps to teach analytical skills, 
provides practice with public speaking and boosts 
confidence.” 

HOLLY LUCARELLI 
Former teacher-coach 
Colts Neck High School  
Monmouth County 



THE NEW JERSEY STATE BAR FOUNDATION 
sponsors this competition annually in 
cooperation with New Jersey’s 21 County Bar 
Associations and the New Jersey State Bar 
Association. As a public education service, the 
Foundation provides a workbook with complete 
competition information for contestants as well 
as a mock trial instructional video. Teams are 

matched with attorneys who volunteer to work 
with teachers and students in preparation of 
their cases. The deadline to enter is October 27, 
2023. Competitions take place on the local level 
in January or February 2024. 

Students compete initially at the county level. 
County champions continue at the regional 
level, and regional winners vie for the semi-
finals and ultimately the statewide 
championship finals.

Imagine…

IMAGINE AN ACADEMIC ACTIVITY SO 
CHALLENGING AND DIVERSE THAT IT 
BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN A WIDE 
VARIETY OF STUDENTS. 
Imagine an academic activity that helps students  
to read, write, speak and analyze while learning 
about a cornerstone of democracy—the justice 
system. 

Best of all, this activity is available to public and 
private high schools in New Jersey free of charge. 
This season marks our 42nd year of service to the 
educational community. Since 1982, the Vincent J. 

Apruzzese High School Mock Trial Competition has 
taught more than 119,000 students the 
fundamentals of our court system while developing 
critical thinking and public speaking skills. 
Through playing the roles of witnesses and lawyers 
in mock trials, students have learned firsthand 
about the American system of justice by trying 
their cases before judges and attorneys. Each team 
consists of 10 contestants plus alternates.

The Vincent J. Apruzzese High School Mock Trial 
Competition is made possible by funding from the  
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of New Jersey, and is sponsored in 
cooperation with the New Jersey State Bar Association and 
New Jersey’s county bar associations.

…an academic 
activity so 
exciting and 
compelling 
that students 
willingly spend 
after-school 
hours and 
weekends to 
work on it.

Teacher Training 
The Foundation will provide a free 
workshop for teacher- and attorney-
coaches to help prepare for 
competition. The workshop will be  
held at the New Jersey Law Center on 
October 26. Teachers attending will 
receive professional development 
hours.

Courtroom Artist Contest 
The Foundation sponsors a courtroom 
art contest for high school students in 
connection with our Vincent J. 
Apruzzese Mock Trial Competition. Art 
students whose schools enter the 
Mock Trial Competition are eligible to 
participate. A free instructional session 
via Zoom, presented by professional 
courtroom artists, will be offered to 
high school art teachers and art club 
moderators in the fall.

For more  
information  
For more information about the 
competition, please visit our website, 
njsbf.org. Download the 2023–2024  
High School Mock Trial Workbook 
from the Vincent J. Apruzzese Mock 
Trial Competition page in October, and 
register online for our free coaches’ 
workshop and art moderators’ session.


