
New Jersey State Bar Foundation 
STUDENT COURTROOM ARTIST 

CONTEST RULES 

Requirements: 

• All participants must sign the Code of Conduct.
• Art submitted must have been solely completed by the student competitor and may

not be edited/altered by other sources.
• All submissions become the property of the New Jersey State Bar Foundation and

may be used for any purpose it deems appropriate, including, but not limited to,
reproduction and dissemination by any means and through any channels, whether
print, electronic or other media, including the World Wide Web. The New Jersey
State Bar Foundation grants permission to the artist to publish, disseminate or share
the artwork after the entire State competition is completed. No artwork should be
published, disseminated or shared before that time. No financial compensation will be
awarded.

 Contest Procedures: 

• The official courtroom artist contest drawings will be produced during the county
competitions.

• The sketch must depict an actual courtroom scene that you observe during the trial.
• You may sit near the front of courtroom, if space permits.
• Once the trial begins, you may NOT move about the courtroom. Artists must not

communicate, either verbally or non-verbally, with any member of the Mock Trial
teams or any visitors in the courtroom during the trial rounds.

• All drawings must be submitted to the teacher for the competition. The teacher will
submit an image of the drawing to the Ashley Emerson, aemerson@njsbf.org, within
24 hours of the completed trial.

• Each student artist may submit up to 3 drawings.

Drawing Parameters: 

• The deadline for submission is February 27.
• The teacher will email Ashley Emerson, aemerson@njsbf.org, with the name of the

student(s), their grade level and the artwork attached.
• The art submission may be done in color or in black and white.
• The drawing must be on white paper of the dimensions 11” X 14”.
• The drawing may be done in any of the following mediums: Color pencil, pen and ink,

pastel, marker. Watercolors and paint not recommended.
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Judging Components 

• Sketches are evaluated and scored by a team of judges.
• The winners will be announced prior to the State Mock Trial Finals.
• Student artists and their guests will be invited to attend the State Finals, where they

will receive awards and will have an opportunity to sketch the final championship
round.

• The first-place winner will be invited to travel with the State Mock Trial Champions
to represent New Jersey in the Courtroom Artist Contest at the National Mock Trial
Championship in May.

Tips & Ideas 

• Find the most newsworthy action that occurred in the courtroom. Perhaps there is an
“ah-ha” moment, an intriguing witness, a shocking development with which to
capture the emotion of the trial. The artist must remember that this is true reporting
and must be the “eyes of the court”.

• Let the viewer know right away that this is a courtroom. Include items that convey
that setting.
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