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African Civilizations: Primary  
and Secondary Sources

KINGDOM PRIMARY SOURCES SECONDARY SOURCES

All

Glencoe World History (textbook)
→  Chapter 7—Early African Civilizations 

http://icomets.org/wh/chap07.pdf

→ Chapter 13—Medieval Africa 
 https://bit.ly/39LHzZZ

Africa’s Great Civilizations (PBS documentary) 
http://to.pbs.org/3sgXise 

9 Ancient African Kingdoms You Should  
Know About 
http://bit.ly/35Xn5wf

Aksum 
(or Axum)

Stellae Inscription of King Ezana of Axum 
http://bit.ly/2XVqLKe

Kingdom of Axum Artifacts 
http://bit.ly/3iwITDV

Aksum Image Gallery (UNESCO) 
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/15/gallery

Exhibit, Simon Fraser University, Museum  
of Archaeology & Ethnology

→  Aksum's Treasures: Reminders of an  
Ancient Civilization: http://bit.ly/3iso9x8

→  Aksumite Stelae: http://bit.ly/3sKaB4y

→  Ge'ez Stele: http://bit.ly/3sGLMqq 

Ancient History Encyclopedia: Kingdom  
of Axum 
https://www.ancient.eu/Kingdom_of_Axum

Khan Academy: The Kingdom of Aksum 
http://bit.ly/2LSTYmJ

Black Past: Axum 
http://bit.ly/3iyacOi

Smart History: The Kingdom of Aksum 
https://smarthistory.org/the-kingdom-of-ak-
sum 

Ghana

Kingdom of Ghana: Primary Source  
Documents—Writings of Al-Bakri and Hawqal 
http://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/ 
k_o_ghana 

Exploring Africa 
https://bit.ly/3nTHGri

BBC Sounds—The Story of Africa (podcast) 
The Ancient Kingdom of Ghana [28:39] 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p03njw8h

Ancient History Encyclopedia: Ghana Empire 
https://www.ancient.eu/Ghana_Empire 

Khan Academy: The Ghana Empire 
http://bit.ly/3o1n1Se 
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https://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/exhibits/virtual-exhibits/aksum/ge-ez-stele.html#:~:text=The%20inscribed%20stelae%20from%20after,had%20played%20in%20conquering%20tribes
http://bit.ly/3iwITDV
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/15/gallery
http://bit.ly/3iso9x8
http://bit.ly/3sKaB4y
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African Civilizations: Primary  
and Secondary Sources (continued)

KINGDOM PRIMARY SOURCES SECONDARY SOURCES

Mali

Kingdom of Mali: Primary Source  
Documents—Writings of Al-Umari 
https://bit.ly/3qBF6rC 

The Trans-Saharan Trade Network According 
to the Catalan Atlas 
http://bit.ly/3c4bnU6

Smithsonian National Museum of African Art 
Mali Empire: Works of Art 
https://africa.si.edu/exhibits/resources/mali/
works.htm

Exploring Africa 
https://bit.ly/3nTHGri

BBC Sounds—The Story of Africa (podcast) 
The Great Empires of Mali and Songhay 
[28:31] 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p03njw99 

Ancient History Encyclopedia: Mali Empire 
https://www.ancient.eu/Mali_Empire

Black Past: Mali Empire 
http://bit.ly/3ituzMg 

Great  
Zimbabwe

Library of Congress (archived article) 
“Recent Remarkable Discoveries in  
Rhodesia,”Willmar Tribune (Minnesota),  
November 30, 1904 
https://bit.ly/39PvLpp

Great Zimbabwe—Early Written Descriptions 
and Photographs 
http://bit.ly/390EWnN

BBC Sounds—The Story of Africa (podcast) 
The Kongo and Great Zimbabwe [28:28] 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p03njw9g

Ancient History Encyclopedia:  
Great Zimbabwe 
https://www.ancient.eu/Great_Zimbabwe 

Khan Academy: Great Zimbabwe 
http://bit.ly/3sPwjob

Black Past: Great Zimbabwe 
http://bit.ly/2LH6ea9
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