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Brian Fitzgibbons is the President/CEO of Heightened Independence and Progress
(hip), a non-residential Center for Independent Living offering services to enable
people with disabilities to live successfully in the community. Previously, Mr.
Fitzgibbons held various roles with the New Jersey Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation Services (DVRS), including front-line Vocational Rehabilitation
Counselor and Unit Supervisor, Staff Development and Training Coordinator, head of
the Program, Planning and Development Unit, and Director as part of executive
management. Mr. Fitzgibbons holds a master’s degree in public administration from
Rutgers University and an undergraduate degree in Secondary Education from Seton
Hall University. He is a certified teacher in New Jersey and was a nationally Certified
Rehabilitation Counselor for 40 years.

Lisa Ford, Director, The Arc of New Jersey Family Institute

Lisa Ford is the Director of The Arc of New Jersey Family Institute, the “Go to Place”
for information for families caring for a loved one with intellectual and developmental

[ disabilities. Prior to her role as Director of the Institute, Ms. Ford worked as a
j Navigator for The Arc of New Jersey Planning for Adult Life Program, which helps
Th e A rc students with I/DD transition out of their educational entitlement and into the adult
. world. Before joining The Arc, Ms. Ford taught for 17 years as a Special Education
of New Jersey Intinerant Teacher in New York. She obtained a Master of Science in Special Education

and a Bachelor of Science in Education from Wagner College.

Harold Garwin, Esq., Associate Executive Director, Community Health Law Project

Harold Garwin, Esq. is currently the Associate Executive Director of the Community
Health Law Project (CHLP), having served as CHLP’s President/Executive Director for
45 years. He has been the Assistant Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of
the Public Advocate, Staff Director for the Federal New Jersey Mental Health Plan,
Counsel to the Director of the New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services, a Legal
Services attorney, and Adjunct Professor at Seton Hall University’s Master of Public
Administration Program. He is the Past Chair of the Board of the Mental Health
Association in New Jersey, Past Chair of the Board of New Jersey Shares, Past Chair of
the Mental Health Association Public Policy Committee, Past Chair of the ARC of New
Jersey Public Policy Committee and Past Chair of the Board of Arts Unbound.
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