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VOCABUL ARY

LEARNING STANDARDS 

See the standards alignment chart to learn how this lesson supports New Jersey 
State Standards.

 Elementary School | Grades 3–5

OBJECTIVES

Students will: 

→   Explore the historical importance of Juneteenth and ways in which it is observed 
today.

→   Discuss the meaning of Reconstruction and how it relates to the history  
of enslavement.

→   Produce a work product that reflects their learning about one aspect of  
Reconstruction, such as education, the growth of Black communities or the right 
to vote and run for elected office. 

MATERIALS

→   All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First 
Day of Freedom by Angela Johnson  
(one copy of the book or access to 
online read-aloud: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=rRlExoTfm3g)

→  Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young  
Booker T. Washington by Jabari Asim  
(multiple copies of the book or access 
to online read-aloud: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=HZ7OYUDVWBE)

→  Booker T. Washington Route Map  
handout (copies for 1–2 small groups)

→  Nicodemus: The First Black  
Community West of the Mississippi 
handout (copies for 1–2 small groups)

→  The First Black Members of Congress 
handout (copies for 1–2 small groups)

→ Drawing paper and implements

→ Different colored sticky notes

TIME NEEDED 

60 minutes
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

How did new opportunities inspire Black people to turn hope into achievement 
during Reconstruction?

FROM JUNETEENTH TO RECONSTRUCTION: 
THE PROMISE OF EQUALITY
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5 THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

1  Write “Juneteenth” on the board. Have students do a  
turn-and-talk to discuss what they know about this term, 
and allow a few volunteers to share their thoughts with  
the class. 

2  Read aloud the book $OO�'L΍HUHQW�1RZ��-XQHWHHQWK��WKH�)LUVW�
Day of Freedom, by Angela Johnson, (or show the online 
read-aloud at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRlExoT-
fm3g). Discuss the following questions as you read:

  →� �:KDW�GRHV�WKH�WLWOH�Ȋ$OO�'L΍HUHQW�1RZȋ�PHDQ"�:KDW�
FKDQJHV�WRRN�SODFH�WKDW�PDGH�WKLQJV�GL΍HUHQW"�

  →  How did the local people react to the news of freedom? 
How did their reactions make you feel?

  →  The author says that the people ate, laughed and told 
stories “as a free people.” How do you think ordinary 
DFWV�OLNH�HDWLQJ�DQG�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV�IHOW�GL΍HUHQW�WR�WKHP�
after the news of freedom?

  →  What do you think the people were thinking as  
WKH\�SDVVHG�E\�WKH�FRWWRQ�ȴHOGV�WKDW�QLJKW�DIWHU� 
the celebration?

  →  What do you think the people did the next day, week or 
month? How do you think they transformed their lives 
RQFH�WKLQJV�ZHUH�ȊDOO�GL΍HUHQW�QRZȋ"

  →  What individuals or groups of people do you know 
about in today’s world who have to adapt to big  
FKDQJHV�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV"�+RZ�DUH�WKLQJV�ȊDOO�GL΍HUHQW�
now” for those people?

3  Tell students that Juneteenth marks the beginning of a 
period called Reconstruction. Explain that in the years  
following the end of slavery, Black people took advantage 
of their new freedoms and rights to get an education,  
build new communities and job opportunities, vote and 
UXQ�IRU�HOHFWHG�RɝFH�DQG�PRUH�

Procedures

NOTE
$OO�'L΍HUHQW�1RZ tells the 
VWRU\�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�-XQHWHHQWK�
�-XQH�����������WKURXJK�WKH�
H\HV�RI�D�\RXQJ�JLUO��DV�QHZV�
RI�HPDQFLSDWLRQ�VSUHDGV�WR�
KHU�7H[DV�SODQWDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
ODVW�RI�WKH�HQVODYHG�SHRSOH� 
LQ�WKH�6RXWK��6HH�WKH� 
%DFNJURXQG�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�
VHFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�XQLW�IRU�PRUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�-XQHWHHQWK�
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4  Set up learning stations as described below. (Depending 
on your class size, you may want to create two stations 
for each activity.) Tell students that they will choose one 
activity to help them learn more about Reconstruction and 
some of the ways in which Black people improved their 
lives following the end of slavery. Form groups based upon 
students’ interests and have them complete the station 
activities. Circulate and guide students as they work.

STATION WORK

TOPIC MATERIALS INSTRUCTIONS

D�� (GXFDWLRQ →  )LIW\�&HQWV�DQG�D�'UHDP��<RXQJ� 
%RRNHU�7��:DVKLQJWRQ�E\�-DEDUL� 
$VLP��SK\VLFDO�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�ERRN�RU�
RQOLQH�UHDG�DORXG�DW�\RXWXEH�FRP�
ZDWFK"Y +=�2<8'9:%(�

→  %RRNHU�7��:DVKLQJWRQ�5RXWH�0DS  
�KDQGRXW�

→ 'L΍HUHQW�FRORUHG�VWLFN\�QRWHV

6WXGHQWV�UHDG�DERXW�%RRNHUȇV�H΍RUWV�WR�
EHFRPH�OLWHUDWH�DQG�KLV�����PLOH�MRXUQH\�
WR�HQUROO�LQ�FROOHJH��7KH\�VNHWFK�RU�ZULWH�
DERXW�WZR�FKDOOHQJHV�KH�IDFHG�DQG�WZR�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�KH�DFKLHYHG��ZKLFK�DUH�
UHFRUGHG�RQ�VWLFN\�QRWHV�DQG�DWWDFKHG�WR� 
D�URXWH�PDS�RI�%RRNHUȇV�MRXUQH\�

E�� %XLOGLQJ�1HZ�
&RPPXQLWLHV

→  1LFRGHPXV��7KH�)LUVW�%ODFN� 
&RPPXQLW\�:HVW�RI�WKH� 
0LVVLVVLSSL��KDQGRXW�

→ 'UDZLQJ�SDSHU�DQG�LPSOHPHQWV

6WXGHQWV�UHDG�DERXW�D�FRPPXQLW\� 
GHYHORSHG�IRU�DQG�E\�%ODFN�SHRSOH� 
7KH\�VNHWFK�D�WRZQ�SODQ�DV�WKH\� 
LPDJLQH�LW��LQFOXGLQJ�DW�OHDVW�ȴYH�SHRSOH�
DQG�SODFHV�IURP�WKH�UHDGLQJ��6WXGHQWV�PD\�
DOVR�XVH�DQ�RQOLQH�WRZQ�EXLOGLQJ�SODWIRUP�
WR�UHFUHDWH�1LFRGHPXV�LI�DYDLODEOH��VXFK�
DV�0LQHFUDIW��7RZQVFDSHU��8UEDQ�3ODQ�RU�
&LWLHV��6N\OLQHV�

F�� 9RWLQJ�DQG�
(OHFWLQJ�/HDGHUV

→  7KH�)LUVW�%ODFN�0HPEHUV� 
RI�&RQJUHVV��KDQGRXW�

→ $FFHVV�WR�WKH�LQWHUQHW

→ 'UDZLQJ�SDSHU�DQG�LPSOHPHQWV

6WXGHQWV�VWXG\�D�SRUWUDLW�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�VHYHQ�
%ODFN�PHPEHUV�RI�&RQJUHVV�DQG�FKRRVH�
RQH�WR�UHVHDUFK�IXUWKHU��7KH\�ZULWH�D�
RQH�SDUDJUDSK�FDPSDLJQ�VSHHFK�IRU�WKHLU�
VXEMHFW�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�RQH�GHWDLO�DERXW�KLV�
EDFNJURXQG��RQH�SHUVRQDO�TXDOLW\�DQG�RQH�
ZD\�KH�ZLOO�LPSURYH�KLV�FRXQWU\���

NOTE
7KH�OLQNV�WR�RQOLQH�UHVRXUFHV�
SURYLGHG�IRU�RSWLRQ��F��EHORZ�
PD\�EH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�IRU� 
VWXGHQWV��(QFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�
VFDQ�IRU�UHOHYDQW�IDFWV�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�UHDG�WKURXJK�WKH�HQWLUH�
DUWLFOHV��ΖI�\RX�KDYH�DFFHVV�
WR�D�FKLOGUHQȇV�HQF\FORSHGLD�
RU�RWKHU�HOHPHQWDU\�IULHQGO\�
UHIHUHQFH�PDWHULDOV��UHGLUHFW�
VWXGHQWV�WRZDUG�WKHVH�VRXUFHV�
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7 THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

5  If time allows, create small groups of students who  
FRPSOHWHG�GL΍HUHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�KDYH�WKHP�VKDUH�WKHLU�
work with each other. Conclude the lesson by gathering 
the class and discussing some of the questions below.

Discussion Questions

 1
  :K\�LV�-XQHWHHQWK�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GD\�RI�FHOHEUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�

8�6�"�ΖI�\RX�KDYH�FHOHEUDWHG�LW��GHVFULEH�\RXU�H[SHULHQFH�

 
2
� �:KDW�ZDV�5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ"�+RZ�GLG�%ODFN�SHRSOH�UHEXLOG�

WKHLU�OLYHV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�VODYHU\"

 
3
� �:KDW�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�GXULQJ�5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ�PRVW�

VWRRG�RXW�WR�\RX"�:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LW�WRRN�IRU�IRUPHU�
HQVODYHG�SHRSOH�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHVH�WKLQJV"

 
4
� �+RZ�GLG�LW�IHHO�IRU�\RX�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�VWUXJJOHV�DQG�

WULXPSKV�RI�QHZO\�IUHHG�%ODFN�SHRSOH"

 
5
� �:KDW�VWUXJJOHV�GR�%ODFN�SHRSOH�VWLOO�IDFH�WRGD\"�:KDW�

PRGHUQ�GD\�WULXPSKV�GR�\RX�NQRZ�DERXW"

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

+  �$PHULFDQ�%DWWOHȴHOG�7UXVW��
Ȋ5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ��7KH�&LYLO�
:DU�LQ�)RXU�0LQXWHV�ȋ�$SULO�
����������<RX7XEH�YLGHR��
������KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�
FRP�ZDWFK"Y �&.F*M�&T�(�

+  �&%6�6XQGD\�0RUQLQJ��Ȋ7KH�
VWRU\�RI�5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ�ȋ�
$SULO����������<RX7XEH�YLGHR��
������KWWSV���ZZZ�\RXWXEH�
FRP�ZDWFK"Y &MHW:UV4E�(�

+  �&RRSHU��)OR\G��-XQHWHHQWK� 
IRU�0D]LH��1RUWK�0DQNDWR��
01��&DSVWRQH�<RXQJ� 
5HDGHUV�������

+  �'LOODUG��&RVKDQGUD��Ȋ7HDFKLQJ�
-XQHWHHQWK�ȋ�7HDFKLQJ�7ROHU-
DQFH��-XQH�����������KWWSV���
ZZZ�WROHUDQFH�RUJ�PDJD]LQH�
WHDFKLQJ�MXQHWHHQWK��

+  �6FKRODVWLF��Ȋ5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ��
$�+LVWRU\�0\VWHU\�$FWLYLW\�ȋ�
KWWSV���ZZZ�VFKRODVWLF�
FRP�WHDFKHUV�DFWLYLWLHV�
WHDFKLQJ�FRQWHQW�UHFRQVWUXF�
WLRQ�KLVWRU\�P\VWHU\�DFWLYLW\�

Lesson Extensions
↗  Assign students to do additional research on the history of  

Juneteenth and the way it is celebrated today, including  
conducting interviews with community members, if appropriate. 
Then have them plan a Juneteenth school observance, which 
might include designing informative posters, delivering a  
multimedia presentation on the story of Juneteenth, reading 
or telling stories about the holiday and organizing a picnic or 
luncheon with red foods (symbolizing resilience).

↗  Have students read picture books about Reconstruction and then 
create their own picture book featuring the accomplishments and 
progress of Black people during this era. Recommended books 
include: The Amazing Age of John Roy Lynch by Chris Barton; Ellen’s 
Broom by Kelly Lyons and Daniel Minter; and Follow Me Down to 
Nicodemus Town by A. LaFaye.
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HANDOUT

 THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

Nicodemus: The First Black Community 
West of the Mississippi

NAME:   

After the Civil War, many Black people wished to leave the places 
where they had been enslaved and start life anew. At that time, the 
U.S. government was giving away plots of land called “homesteads” to 
people who agreed to settle and farm them. Two men—a Black minis-
ter named W.H. Smith and a white land developer named W.R. Hill—
decided to start a new community in Kansas. The state had declared 
itself free in 1861 and was far from the plantations of the South. They 
QDPHG�WKHLU�WRZQ�1LFRGHPXV��DIWHU�D�ȴJXUH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��DQG�LQ������
WKH�ȴUVW�%ODFN�FRPPXQLW\�ZHVW�RI�WKH�0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU�ZDV�ERUQ�

Now that they had a town, Hill and Smith set out to convince people 
to move there. They received help from Benjamin “Pap” Singleton, a 
carpenter from Tennessee. Pap traveled far and wide, handing out 
ȵLHUV�DERXW�1LFRGHPXV�WR�RWKHU�%ODFN�SHRSOH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�IUHVK�
start. Pap couldn’t read or write himself, but he was an enthusiastic 
PHVVHQJHU��+H�KDQGHG�RXW�VR�PDQ\�ȵLHUV��WKH\�QLFNQDPHG�KLP�WKH�
“Moses of the Colored Exodus” (exit), and those who followed were 
called “Exodusters.” Before long 
more than 300 settlers from 
Kentucky headed to Nicodemus, 
though many turned back when 
WKH\�VDZ�KRZ�IDU�R΍�DQG�EDUUHQ�
the land was. One of the set-
tlers, Williana Hickman, remem-
bered her reaction this way: 

“When we got in sight of Nicodemus 
the men shouted, ‘There is Nicode-
mus!’ Being very sick, I hailed this 
news with gladness. I looked with all 
the eyes I had. I said, ‘Where is Nico-
demus? I don’t see it.’ My husband 
pointed out various smokes coming 
out of the ground and said, ‘That 
is Nicodemus.’ The families lived in 
dugouts… The scenery was not at all 
inviting, and I began to cry.”

5HDG�DERXW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�1LFRGHPXV�DQG�VNHWFK�D�WRZQ�SODQ�DV�\RX�LPDJLQH�LW��ΖQFOXGH�DW�OHDVW�ȴYH�SHRSOH�
and places from the reading.
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HANDOUT

Nicodemus: The First Black Community 
West of the Mississippi (continued)

SOURCES:
“Ho For Kansas!” April 14, 1878. Copyprint of 
handbill. Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam009.
html#obj9. 
Early Area Homestead—Nicodemus Historic  
District, Nicodemus, Graham County, KS. 
Photocopy of Historic Photograph. Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C., http://hdl.loc.gov/
loc.pnp/hhh.ks0077/photos.069503p. 
Legends of America. “Nicodemus—A Black 
Pioneer Town.” https://www.legendsofamerica.
com/ks-nicodemus. 
National Park Service. “Kansas: Nicodemus 
National Historic Site.” https://www.nps.gov/
articles/nicodemus.htm.
Washington Street Showing First Stone Church 
and Williams General Store—Nicodemus Historic 
District, Nicodemus, Graham County, KS. C. 1885. 
Photocopy of Historic Photograph. Library of 
Congress, Washington, D.C., http://hdl.loc.gov/
loc.pnp/hhh.ks0077/photos.069504p.

Soon the settlers built houses from sod, the grassy surface of the 
JURXQG��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�FDOOHG�ȊVRGEXVWHUV�ȋ�$V�WKHLU�ȴUVW�ZLQWHU�
approached, they didn’t have enough tools, seed or money. They 
VXUYLYHG�E\�VHOOLQJ�EX΍DOR�ERQHV��ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�ORFDO�UDLOURDG�DQG�
with help from Native Americans. As time went on, the townspeople 
EXLOW�D�VWDEOH��WRZQ�KDOO��SRVW�RɝFH��EDQN��VFKRROV��FKXUFKHV�DQG�
shops. By 1880, there were 500 people living in Nicodemus, which 
grew to include an ice cream parlor, hotels, two newspapers and 
even a baseball team.

Today, Nicodemus is a National Historic Site and only about 20 people 
live in the tiny town. Every July the residents hold a homecoming for 
WKH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�VHWWOHUV��7KH\�UHPHPEHU�WKH�KDUGVKLSV�
faced by those former enslaved people and the bravery it took for 
them to build a new life on the frontier.
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HANDOUT

 THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

The First Black Members of Congress
NAME:   

Read the information below and study the portrait “The First Black Members of Congress.” Choose  
one person to learn about using the links on this handout. Then create a one-paragraph campaign 
speech for him. Include one detail about his background, one personal quality and one way he will  
improve his country.

The United States Constitution sets forth the laws and rights that are most important to our country.  
An amendment is a change or addition to the Constitution. After the Civil War, three major amendments 
were passed:

 →  The 13th Amendment, approved in 1865, ended slavery in the United States.

 →  The 14th Amendment, approved in 1868, gave citizenship to all people born in the U.S., including  
former enslaved people.

 →  The 15th Amendment, approved in 1870, gave Black men the right to vote.

Once Black men were able to vote, they worked to elect members of their own communities to public 
RɝFH��)URP�����Ȃ������PRUH�WKDQ����%ODFN�PHQȃPRVWO\�IRUPHU�HQVODYHG�SHRSOHȃZHUH�HOHFWHG�WR�WKH�
United States Congress. Their presence in government did not last long, though, due to resistance among 
many white people and discrimination against Black people in the voting process. Women would not win 
the right to vote until 1920, and a Black woman would not be elected to Congress until 1969— 
D�IXOO�FHQWXU\�DIWHU�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�%ODFN�PDQ�

Black Americans in Congress
KWWSV���KLVWRU\�KRXVH�JRY�3HRSOH�6HDUFK"ȴOWHU �

BlackPast
https://www.blackpast.org 

5 Former Slaves Turned Statesmen
https://www.history.com/news/5-former-slaves-turned-statesmen

/HDUQ�DERXW�WKH�ȴUVW�%ODFN� 
FRQJUHVVPHQ�XVLQJ�WKHVH�
VRXUFHV� (If an article is long or 
challenging, scan for the facts you 
need rather than trying to read 
the entire page.)
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