
42

HANDOUT

Examples of Laws Limiting Freedom

Focus only on the laws below that match the number one categories you chose in response to the question, 
“What do you most need to lead a free and happy life?”

Communication The Corporation Commission is hereby vested with power and authority to require 
telephone companies...to maintain separate booths for white and colored patrons 
when there is a demand for such separate booths. (Oklahoma)

Education The schools for white children and the schools for negro children shall be conducted 
separately. (Florida)

Education Books shall not be interchangeable between the white and colored schools,  
EXW�VKDOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�XVHG�E\�WKH�UDFH�ȴUVW�XVLQJ�WKHP���1RUWK�&DUROLQD�

Family It shall be unlawful for a white person to marry anyone except a white person.  
Any marriage in violation of this section shall be void. (Georgia)

Nutrition It shall be unlawful to conduct a restaurant or other place for the serving of food in 
the city, at which white and colored people are served in the same room, unless such 
ZKLWH�DQG�FRORUHG�SHUVRQV�DUH�HHFWXDOO\�VHSDUDWHG�E\�D�VROLG�SDUWLWLRQ�H[WHQGLQJ�
IURP�WKH�ȵRRU�XSZDUG�WR�D�GLVWDQFH�RI�VHYHQ�IHHW�RU�KLJKHU��DQG�XQOHVV�D�VHSDUDWH�
entrance from the street is provided for each compartment. (Alabama)

Health There shall be maintained by the governing authorities of every hospital…separate 
entrances for white and colored patients and visitors, and such entrances shall be 
used by the race only for which they are prepared. (Mississippi)

Health No person or corporation shall require any white female nurse to nurse in wards 
or rooms in hospitals, either public or private, in which negro men are placed. 
(Alabama)

Housing Any person...who shall rent any part of any such building to a negro person or a 
negro family when such building is already in whole or in part in occupancy by a 
ZKLWH�SHUVRQ�RU�ZKLWH�IDPLO\ȐVKDOO�EH�SXQLVKHG�E\�D�ȴQH�RI�QRW�OHVV�WKDQ�WZHQW\�ȴYH�
($25.00) nor more than one hundred ($100.00) dollars or be imprisoned not less than 
����RU�PRUH�WKDQ����GD\V��RU�ERWKȐ��/RXLVLDQD�
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SOURCE��-LP�&URZ�0XVHXP�RI�5DFLVW�0HPRUDELOLD��Ȋ([DPSOHV�RI�-LP�&URZ�/DZV�ȋ�https://www.ferris.edu/htmls/news/jimcrow/links/misclink/examples.htm.

Hygiene No colored barber shall serve as a barber [to] white women or girls. (Georgia)

Leisure It shall be unlawful for any amateur colored baseball team to play baseball in any 
vacant lot or baseball diamond within two blocks of any playground devoted to the 
white race. (Georgia)

Leisure It shall be unlawful for colored people to frequent any park owned or maintained 
E\�WKH�FLW\�IRU�WKH�EHQHȴW��XVH�DQG�HQMR\PHQW�RI�ZKLWH�SHUVRQV�����*HRUJLD�

Leisure Every person...operating...any public hall, theatre, opera house, motion picture show 
or any place of public entertainment…which is attended by both white and colored 
persons, shall separate the white race and the colored race and shall set apart and 
designate... certain seats…to be occupied by white persons and a portion…to be 
occupied by colored persons. (Virginia)

Safety No organization of colored troops shall be permitted where white troops are 
DYDLODEOH��DQGȐFRORUHG�WURRSV�VKDOO�EH�XQGHU�WKH�FRPPDQG�RI�ZKLWH�RɝFHUV��
(North Carolina)

Transportation The conductors or managers on all…railroads shall have power, and are hereby 
required, to assign to each white or colored passenger his or her respective car, 
coach or compartment. If the passenger fails to disclose his race, the conductor 
and managers…shall be the sole judges of his race. (Virginia)

Freedom to  
express opinions

Any person...who shall be guilty of printing, publishing or circulating printed…
matter…or general information, arguments or suggestions in favor of social 
equality or of intermarriage between whites and negroes, shall be…subject to 
ȴQHȐQRW�H[FHHGLQJ�ȴYH�KXQGUHG����������GROODUV�RU�LPSULVRQPHQW�QRW�H[FHHGLQJ�
six (6) months or both. (Mississippi)


