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 THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA

Design a Monument to Reconstruction
NAME:   

1  Visit the website for Reconstruction Era National Historical Park to learn more about the park and 
Reconstruction: https://www.nps.gov/reer/index.htm. BONUS: If you have time, read the presidential 
proclamation establishing the park: https://www.nps.gov/reer/learn/proclamation.htm.

2  Choose one of the topics below to research. Review at least two sources and take notes on key people, 
places, events and other important facts.

3  Design a monument for Reconstruction Era National Historical Park based on what you learned. Choose 
a person, place or event that is an important part of the story of Reconstruction and freedom for Black 
Americans. Create your monument by sketching it, building a model of it or designing it online. Include  
a plaque with a brief paragraph describing it.

TOPIC RESEARCH SUBJECT SOURCES

The freedom to vote and 
serve as an elected  
representative

Robert Smalls, who  
escaped from slavery, 
served in the Union Army 
DQG�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�
Black people elected to 
Congress

Robert Smalls (U.S. House of Representatives)
https://history.house.gov/People/Detail/21764 

Which Slave Sailed Himself to Freedom?
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans- 
many-rivers-to-cross/history/which-slave-sailed- 
himself-to-freedom/

5REHUW�6PDOOV��$PHULFDQ�%DWWOHȴHOG�7UXVW�
KWWSV���ZZZ�EDWWOHȴHOGV�RUJ�OHDUQ�ELRJUDSKLHV� 
robert-smalls

Tabernacle Baptist Church—Resting Place of Robert 
Smalls and home of Robert Smalls monument
http://www.beaufortsc.org/50-things-to-do/resting-
place-of-robert-smalls

Robert Smalls House, a National Historic Landmark
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beaufort/
S10817707017/index.htm
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Design a Monument to Reconstruction 
(continued)

The freedom to  
get an education

Penn School,  
RQH�RI�WKH�ȴUVW�VRXWKHUQ�
schools created to educate 
formerly enslaved people

Penn Center History Timeline
http://www.penncenter.com/explore-penn-cen-
ters-history

Penn Center
https://southcarolinalowcountry.com/penn-center

&KDUORWWH�)RUWHQ��ȴUVW�%ODFN�WHDFKHU�DW�WKH�3HQQ�
School)
https://www.pbs.org/onlyateacher/charlotte.html 

%ULFN�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��ȴUVW�VLWH�RI�WKH�3HQQ�6FKRRO�
https://www.nps.gov/reer/planyourvisit/brick-baptist-
church.htm

TOPIC RESEARCH SUBJECT SOURCES

The freedom to  
own property

Green-Meldrim House, 
where Union General  
William T. Sherman— 
after meeting with Black 
leaders—issued the order 
to redistribute property 
once owned by Confederate 
landowners to Black people 
(known as “40 acres and a 
mule”)

Sherman's Headquarters During the Civil War
http://stjohnssav.org/worship/visit/green-meldrim-
house

The Story Behind '40 Acres And A Mule'
https://www.npr.org/sections/
codeswitch/2015/01/12/376781165/the-story-behind-
40-acres-and-a-mule

The freedom to  
self-govern

Mitchelville��WKH�ȴUVW�
self-governing community 
of formerly enslaved people 
during the Civil War

Mitchelville: The Hidden Town at Dawn of Freedom
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-16754502

Mitchelville History
https://exploremitchelville.org/history

Mitchelville: One Town's Blueprint for Reconstruction
KWWSV���ZZZ�EDWWOHȴHOGV�RUJ�OHDUQ�DUWLFOHV�PLWFKHO-
ville-one-towns-blueprint-reconstruction


