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The House That Slavery Built: Daniel’s Story

NAME:   

This story is a fictional account of Daniel’s experience building the White House based on historical references.
After reading the story, work with your group to write an ending for it. Write at least one paragraph.

Choose one of the following options 
for your story:

→ Someone gets sick or hurt on 
the job site.

→ The enslaved people leave clues 
about their contribution to the 
construction of the White House.

→ Daniel returns home after the 
job is done. What does he find?

COMPLETE THE STORY

“Get up Daniel!” I felt a kick on 
the bottom of my bare feet. It felt 
like I had just fallen asleep, but 
here it is, morning already, and I 
have to get up. I brush some dust 
off my pants as I get up from the 
ground where I slept. We have to 
sleep close to the area where we 
work, to keep an eye on all our 
tools that we use to make bricks. 
It used to be pretty hard to fall 
asleep on the ground, but I am 
used to it by now. It isn’t all that 
different from the shack on my 
master’s plantation. 

For some reason, today the 
overseer woke us up even before 
the sun came up. I don’t know 
why. I am still pretty tired, trying 
to gather my thoughts and wait 

for instructions on what to do. I 
believe today President Adams is 
going to visit to check our work 
and see how things are coming 
along. I guess that’s why we are 
up so early, to get ready for his 
visit. He’s the most important 
man in the land now. And I be-
lieve this house is for him, so it 
has to be just right. He’s probably 
gonna see if he likes it. I hope he 
does, ‘cause we been working 
on these bricks for a long time, 
months I think.

Some days, my hands bleed from 
handling all those big rocks all 
day. And we’re usually working 
from the time the sun comes up 
until it goes down again. Ain’t 
none of us seen our kinfolk in 

months. All we got to talk to is 
each other, and all we talk about 
is missing our kinfolk. Some of us 
even have wives and kids. We’re 
all praying that they don’t get 
sold off before we get back. Some 
of the men have been wondering 
if they’re gonna free us when we 
get done, if the president likes 
it, and if he thinks we did good 
work. I don’t believe they will, but 
some of them have hope. 

GLOSSARY:
→  Overseer: the person watching 

over the enslaved people and 
directing their work

→ Kinfolk: relatives
→  Master: title for the person who 

owns enslaved people

Daniel’s Story is a fictionalized account 
written by Dr. Donnetrice Allison.
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