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25WHAT IS RACE? WHAT IS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT?

HANDOUT

East and  
Southeast Asia:  
C O N N ECT  T H E  D OT S

Follow the instructions to track the possible migra-
tion route of early humans out of Africa and into 
Asia. Draw symbols from the map’s legend along 
your route to represent different types of movement 
or features of the environment. Add symbols if you 
need to.

NOTE  
The abbreviation ‘c.,’ for ‘circa,’ means approximately.

A c. 200,000 years ago What may be the earliest fossils of modern Homo sapiens were 
found at Omo Kibish in Ethiopia. Mark this spot.

B c. 50,000–100,000 years ago Some scientists think that a period of drought may have driven 
the growing Homo sapiens population to search for greener lands. 
They might have followed the large game they depended on for 
food out of Africa from northern Egypt to the Sinai Peninsula 
(today’s Israel) and settled across the Levant (the land around the 
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea). Track their route.

C c. 50,000–70,000 years ago Some of your ancestors may have moved along the coast of the 
Arabian Peninsula, eventually making their way to what is today 
India and to Southeast Asian island chains like Indonesia. During 
this time, the sea levels were lower, and many of the islands of 
Southeast Asia formed a single landmass called Sunda. Scientists 
found teeth in Lida Ajer Cave in Sumatra, Indonesia, believed to be 
more than 60,000 years old. Track their route and mark this spot.

D c. 40,000–50,000 years ago Your ancestors may have made their way around the coast of 
Southeast Asia and then followed river routes inland to today’s 
China. At Tianyuan Cave near Beijing, China, scientists found 
DNA from an early fisher-gatherer dating back 40,000 years. This 
man shared genes with Neanderthals, an extinct cousin of Homo 
sapiens. Track their route and mark this spot.

E c. 30,000–35,000 years ago Scientists have debated over a skull fragment found in what is 
today Salkhit in eastern Mongolia. It was originally thought to be 
from an ancient human and given the name Mongolanthropus. 
However, modern DNA analysis shows that it is in reality a modern 
human, who lived about 34,000 years ago. It is the only hominid 
fossil from this time found in Mongolia. Mark this spot.

F c. 15,000–30,000 years ago Near the end of the last Ice Age, your ancestors may have followed 
animal herds over land bridges to what is today Japan. When the 
climate warmed and the sea levels rose, they found themselves on 
an island, where they survived by hunting, gathering and fishing. 
These people became the Jomon (patterned), a name that comes 
from the style of pottery they created. Track their route and mark 
this area.




