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Americas:  
C O N N ECT  T H E  D OT S

Follow the instructions to track the possible migra-
tion route of early humans out of Africa and to the 
Americas. Draw symbols from the map’s legend along 
your route to represent different types of movement 
or features of the environment. Add  
symbols if you need to.

A c. 200,000 years ago What may be the earliest fossils of modern Homo sapiens were 
found at Omo Kibish in Ethiopia. Mark this spot.

B c. 115,000–120,000 years ago After a long cooling period, the Earth warmed and your ancestors 
may have migrated through the Nile Valley into today’s Egypt 
and Sudan, crossing the Sinai Peninsula into what is now Israel. 
Your ancestors were likely among the earliest farmers when they 
settled in the Fertile Crescent in the Middle East, today’s Iraq and 
Jordan. Track their route.

C c. 30,000–40,000 years ago Your ancestors probably lived on the steppes (flat grasslands) 
of today’s China and Mongolia. In Salkhit, eastern Mongolia, the 
skullcap of a modern human was discovered and dated to about 
34,000 years ago. It is the only hominid fossil from this time 
found in Mongolia. Track their route and mark this spot.

D c. 20,000–40,000 years ago During the ice age, sea levels dropped and a land bridge 
emerged, connecting Siberia in northeastern Russia to Alaska 
in North America. Your ancestors likely crossed this Bering 
Land Bridge. One group of these ancient Beringians survived in 
the area near today’s Alaska for thousands of years and then 
disappeared, leaving no known genetic trace in living people. 
Track their route and mark Alaska on the map.

E c. 10,000–20,000 years ago Another group of Beringians kept moving beyond Alaska. They 
split into two branches about 16,000 years ago, one heading 
north into today’s Canada and the other south into today’s North 
and South America. This expansion happened rapidly. About 
11,000 years ago, a man buried in a rabbit-skin blanket and reed 
mats was found in Spirit Cave in present-day Nevada. Scientists 
found a genetic link between these remains and a 10,900-year-
old skeleton in what is today Chile. Track these routes.

F Your ancestors formed thousands of independent nations 
throughout the Americas (there are more than 570 alone in the 
U.S. today). These societies had advanced knowledge of mathe-
matics, medicine, architecture, engineering, agriculture and more, 
long before European explorers arrived in this part of the world.

NOTE  
The abbreviation ‘c.,’ for ‘circa,’ means approximately.
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