
COVID-19 EMERGENCY
COMMUNITY LAW GRANTS

N E W  J E R S E Y  S T A T E  B A R  F O U N D A T I O N

A B O U T  T H E  G R A N T S
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a severe health and economic crisis, which is having

an overwhelming impact on nonprofit organizations and the communities they serve. The New

Jersey State Bar Foundation (“NJSBF”) seeks to ease the strain on these affected groups by

committing $100,000 in grant funding for 501(c)(3) organizations, including local and affinity

bar associations.

For more than 25 years, it has been the NJSBF’s mission to serve the public by providing free

law-related education. Today, the need to quickly disseminate legal information is crucial.

NJSBF recognizes that our trusted nonprofit partners are best prepared to meet the wide

range of legal educational needs of our diverse state. NJSBF’s Community Law Grants will

support nonprofit agencies as they assist New Jersey residents in better understanding the

laws that affect them every day.

F U N D I N G  P R I O R I T I E S
NJSBF’s first and primary priority is to provide one-time program support grants of up to $5,000

to eligible organizations that provide free legal education to the public on areas of the law that

have been directly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Grants are intended to complement

the work of legal service providers and the private bar, and expand capacity to address the

acute needs of the public for accurate and timely legal information.

Secondary priority will be for general support grants of up to $5,000 to nonprofit organizations

that historically provide law related education to the public and are strained by the increased

demand for services as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This includes groups that face

extreme difficulty because of lost revenue due to closures and cancellations, as well as other

business model challenges caused by the COVID-19 situation.

A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S
In order to move resources quickly and not further burden organizations at this time, NJSBF

seeks to streamline the application process. Eligible organizations shall prepare and submit:

a Word document (of no more than two pages, and not a pdf) outlining the mission and

impact associated with its work, including the program that it is seeking funding for if

seeking a program support grant

a proposed budget for the funds including amount of grant requested (not a pdf); and

evidence of tax-exempt status (if it is a new grantee of NJSBF).

Send submissions and questions to Mary Jean Barnes, Director of Administration and Grant

Programs, at mjbarnes@njsbf.org. Requests will be processed on a rolling basis until all funds

have been disbursed. NJSBF is committed to supporting the great organizations of this state

that provide critical services and information to our communities.

“Informed Citizens are Better Citizens”


